
! N E W  C I R C L E  C H U R C H  -  C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P!

One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. And 
behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, 
brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears 

and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee 
who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of 
woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to 
you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.”

“A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not 
pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom 
he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” Then turning toward the woman he said to 

Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her 
tears and wiped them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. You 
did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, 

are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” Then 
those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” And he said to the 
woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
1. What does this story say about Jesus?

2. What does this story say about the sinful woman?  What does this story say about Simon (a Pharisee, i.e. Jewish 

Scholar)? What does it say about the other guests?

3. What are the sins to avoid in this story?  What are the promises to claim in this story?

4. What are the examples to follow in the story?  What are the commands to obey in the story?

5. Who do you identify with in this story?  Why?

The Sinful Woman | Luke 7:36-50

7 STORIES OF HOPE
Over the next few weeks, we will be learning about seven stories of hope from the ministry of Jesus, as outlined by Jeff 
Sundell.  These stories are:

1. The Sinful Woman | Luke 7:36-50

2. Who Can Come to God? | Luke 18:9-17

3. The Sheep and the Goats | Matthew 25:31-46

4. The Transfiguration | Matthew 16:21-17:9

5. Trial and Crucifixion | Luke 22:66-23:25; 23:32-43

6. The Cost of Following Christ | Luke 18:18-30; 19:1-10

7. Merciful King | Matthew 18:21-35



N E W  C I R C L E  C H U R C H  -  C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P

He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others 

with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 

Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 

adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, 

standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts 

himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the disciples saw it, they 

rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to 

such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child 

shall not enter it.”

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
1. What does this story say about Jesus?

2. What does this story say about the Pharisee?  What does this story say about the tax collector? What does it 

say about the disciples? What does it say about the children?

3. What are the sins to avoid in this story?  What are the promises to claim in this story?

4. What are the examples to follow in the story?  What are the commands to obey in the story?

5. Who do you identify with in this story?  Why?

Who Can Come to God? | Luke 18:9-17

7 STORIES OF HOPE
Over the next few weeks, we will be learning about seven stories of hope from the ministry of Jesus, as outlined 

by Jeff Sundell.  These stories are:

1. The Sinful Woman | Luke 7:36-50

2. Who Can Come to God? | Luke 18:9-17

3. The Sheep and the Goats | Matthew 25:31-46

4. The Transfiguration | Matthew 16:21-17:9

5. Trial and Crucifixion | Luke 22:66-23:25; 23:32-43

6. The Cost of Following Christ | Luke 18:18-30; 19:1-10

7. Merciful King | Matthew 18:21-35
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“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious 

throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the 
King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I 

was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you 

hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or 
naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, 

‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the 

devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a 

stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.’ Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 

sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not 
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 

the righteous into eternal life.”

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
1. What does this story say about Jesus?
2. What does this story say about the sheep?  What does this story say about the goats? 
3. What are the sins to avoid in this story?  What are the promises to claim in this story?

4. What are the examples to follow in the story?  What are the commands to obey in the story?
5. Who do you identify with in this story?  Why?

The Sheep and the Goats | Matthew 25:31-46

7 STORIES OF HOPE
Over the next few weeks, we will be learning about seven stories of hope from the ministry of Jesus, as outlined 
by Jeff Sundell.  These stories are:

1. The Sinful Woman | Luke 7:36-50

2. Who Can Come to God? | Luke 18:9-17

3. The Sheep and the Goats | Matthew 25:31-46

4. The Transfiguration | Matthew 16:21-17:9

5. Trial and Crucifixion | Luke 22:66-23:25; 23:32-43

6. The Cost of Following Christ | Luke 18:18-30; 19:1-10

7. Merciful King | Matthew 18:21-35
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From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and 
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things 
of God, but on the things of man.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what 
will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his 
soul? For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each 
person according to what he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death 
until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high 
mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became white as light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to 
Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.” He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard this, 
they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And 
when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son 
of Man is raised from the dead.”

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
1. What does this story say about Jesus? What does this story say about God the Father?
2. What does this story say about the disciples?  What does this story say about Peter?
3. What are the sins to avoid in this story?  What are the promises to claim in this story?
4. What are the examples to follow in the story?  What are the commands to obey in the story?
5. Who do you identify with in this story?  Why?

The Transfiguration | Matthew 16:21-17:9

7 STORIES OF HOPE
Over the next few weeks, we will be learning about seven stories of hope from the ministry of Jesus, as outlined 
by Jeff Sundell.  These stories are:

1. The Sinful Woman | Luke 7:36-50

2. Who Can Come to God? | Luke 18:9-17

3. The Sheep and the Goats | Matthew 25:31-46

4. The Transfiguration | Matthew 16:21-17:9

5. Trial and Crucifixion | Luke 22:66-23:25; 23:32-43

6. The Cost of Following Christ | Luke 18:18-30; 19:1-10

7. Merciful King | Matthew 18:21-35



N E W  C I R C L E  C H U R C H  -  C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P

When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both chief priests and scribes. 

And they led him away to their council, and they said, “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell 

you, you will not believe, and if I ask you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at 

the right hand of the power of God.” So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said to them, “You 

say that I am.” Then they said, “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own 

lips.” 
Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. And they began to accuse him, 

saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he 

himself is Christ, a king.” And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have 

said so.” Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” But they were urgent, 

saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this place.”  
When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned that he belonged to 

Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw 

Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping 

to see some sign done by him. So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. The chief priests 

and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and 

mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. And Herod and Pilate became 

friends with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other.  
Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to them, “You brought me this 

man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man 

guilty of any of your charges against him. Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving 

death has been done by him. I will therefore punish and release him.”

Trial and Crucifixion | Luke 22:66-23:25, 32-43

7 STORIES OF HOPE
Over the next few weeks, we will be learning about seven stories of hope from the ministry of Jesus, as outlined 
by Jeff Sundell.  These stories are:

1. The Sinful Woman | Luke 7:36-50

2. Who Can Come to God? | Luke 18:9-17

3. The Sheep and the Goats | Matthew 25:31-46

4. The Transfiguration | Matthew 16:21-17:9

5. Trial and Crucifixion | Luke 22:66-23:25; 23:32-43

6. The Cost of Following Christ | Luke 18:18-30; 19:1-10

7. Merciful King | Matthew 18:21-35



N E W  C I R C L E  C H U R C H  -  C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P

But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”—a man who had been 

thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder. Pilate addressed them once more, 

desiring to release Jesus, but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said to them, “Why, what 

evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.” But they 

were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. So Pilate decided 

that their demand should be granted. He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection 

and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will.  
Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. And when they came to the 

place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. And 

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. And 

the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is 

the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and 

saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of 

the Jews.”

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 

But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 

nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And he said to him, 

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
1. What does this story say about Jesus? What does this story say about God the Father?

2. What does this story say about:

1.  The disciples? 

2. The elders and people of Jerusalem? 

3. The criminals to Jesus left and right? 

3. What are the sins to avoid in this story?  What are the promises to claim in this story?

4. What are the examples to follow in the story?  What are the commands to obey in the story?

5. Who do you identify with in this story?  Why?

7 STORIES OF HOPE
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And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why 

do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, 

Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.’” And he said, “All these 

I have kept from my youth.” When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have 

and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” But when he heard these 

things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How difficult it 

is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 

But he said, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” And Peter said, “See, we have left our homes 

and followed you.” And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or 

brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times more in 

this time, and in the age to come eternal life.”

He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a 

chief tax collector and was rich. And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could 

not, because he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he 

was about to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry 

and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. 

And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And 

Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have 

defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 

house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

The Cost of Following Christ | Luke 18:18-30; 19:1-10

7 STORIES OF HOPE
Over the next few weeks, we will be learning about seven stories of hope from the ministry of Jesus, as outlined 
by Jeff Sundell.  These stories are:

1. The Sinful Woman | Luke 7:36-50

2. Who Can Come to God? | Luke 18:9-17

3. The Sheep and the Goats | Matthew 25:31-46

4. The Transfiguration | Matthew 16:21-17:9

5. Trial and Crucifixion | Luke 22:66-23:25; 23:32-43

6. The Cost of Following Christ | Luke 18:18-30; 19:1-10

7. Merciful King | Matthew 18:21-35
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QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
1. What does this story say about Jesus? What does this story say about God?

2. What does this story say about:

1.  A certain ruler?

2. Zacchaeus?

3. Peter?

4. The religious people?

3. What are the sins to avoid in this story?  What are the promises to claim in this story?

4. What are the examples to follow in the story?  What are the commands to obey in the story?

5. Who do you identify with in this story?  Why?

7 STORIES OF HOPE
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Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As 

many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since he 

could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to 
be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 

And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But when that same 

servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began 
to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience 

with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his 
fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 

master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave 

you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I 
had mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also 

my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
1. What does this story say about Jesus? What does this story say about God? What does this story say about 

the Kingdom of Heaven?
2. What does this story say about Peter? What does it say about the Master? What does this story say about the 

servants?
3. What are the sins to avoid in this story?  What are the promises to claim in this story?
4. What are the examples to follow in the story?  What are the commands to obey in the story?
5. Who do you identify with in this story?  Why?

Merciful King | Matthew 18:21-35

7 STORIES OF HOPE
Over the next few weeks, we will be learning about seven stories of hope from the ministry of Jesus, as outlined 
by Jeff Sundell.  These stories are:

1. The Sinful Woman | Luke 7:36-50

2. Who Can Come to God? | Luke 18:9-17

3. The Sheep and the Goats | Matthew 25:31-46

4. The Transfiguration | Matthew 16:21-17:9

5. Trial and Crucifixion | Luke 22:66-23:25; 23:32-43

6. The Cost of Following Christ | Luke 18:18-30; 19:1-10

7. Merciful King | Matthew 18:21-35


